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Throughout the nineteenth century, stoneware bottles were in common use to hold liquids of 
all sorts.  These bottles were typically impressed with the name of a merchant, bottler or 
pottery.  The bottles typically had large blob type lips, which served to enable a cork to be 
held in place by a wire fastener – much as we still see on champagne bottles to this day. 
 
Sometime in the late 1800s, technology was developed to allow ink transfers or stamps to 
be applied to the bottle prior to glazing.  This began the era of transfer printed ginger beers 
that continued into the late 1920s or early ‘30s.  During this period, the continued 
development of technology resulted in a move away from the original blob top/wire-secured 
cork method of closure through an interesting range of both lip styles and mechanical 
closure systems – all designed to keep the fizzy pressurized liquid inside the stoneware 
bottle.  Some of the more notable types are shown here on a variety of bottles. 
 

   
 
The original blob/cork and wire system persisted for a number of years into the transfer 
printed era.  Since the corks were separate from the bottles, however, complete examples 
with cork no longer exist.  Two different styles of blob top are shown.  While they differ in 
shape, the large lower face of the blob is clear.  It is around this that the wire would have 
been wrapped and twisted. 
  
 



 
 
 
 

      
 
Eventually, some engineer/designer came up with the idea that a screw, which was used to 
secure numerous other items in society, could also be used to secure liquid in a bottle.  
Thus the “internal thread stopper” came into use.  The inside face of the bottle top was 
threaded to take an externally threaded wooden stopper with a rubber sealing ring.  Whether 
as a result of cost or poor performance, this style of closure did not spread to many bottle 
manufacturers.  As a result, such bottles are relatively rare. 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A major development came with the introduction of the “lightning stopper”.  Used with a 
variety of lip shapes and securing methods, the lightning stopper is a metal over-the-centre 
lever system that is used to provide a downward force on the attached stopper.  A few lip 
shapes and lever technologies are shown here, including one with a metal band around the 
bottle to hold the lever, a simple wire to accomplish the same, and finally, what turned out to 
be the most popular approach where the two ends of the wire lever system simply fit into 
holes provided in the bottle top.  The stoppers came in a variety of shapes and materials. 
Ceramic and rubber varieties are shown. 
 

         
 
 
 
Finally, the continued march of technology resulted in a “crown cap” – what we would now 
commonly call a bottle cap.  These were produced into the 1920s and early 30s and were 
used with a variety of lip shapes until glass bottles replaced stoneware as the preferred 
method of storing and transporting drinks. 
 

            
 
For more detailed information on lip and closure types and indeed for more information on 
Canadian gingers in general, refer if to the referenced publication Transfer Printed Ginger 
Beers of Canada, by Phil Culhane and Scott Wallace.  It is the definitive work on the subject.  
Sadly, it is out of print, so your search for the book may prove as difficult as your search for 
a particularly desirable ginger beer. 


